SOUTH AFRICAN 470 CAMPAIGNERS UPDATE

The 2012 Olympic Games Test Event took place in Weymouth and Portland, UK on 31 July to 13 August. This event attracts all the top sailors for the Olympic Games as they test the conditions and racing organisation for the 2012. The only South African entry in the event was Asenathi Jim and Roger Hudson in the Men's 470 class. Here's what Roger had to say:

"We're doing well thanks. The Test Event was challenging but very worthwhile. We ended up 28th, with best races of 14 & 15. As has been the story of our season so far, we started the event slow and ended stronger. Our best top mark roundings were 7th & 9th but we struggled to hang on pace-wise in the top 10. Generally we had good starts and first beats but struggled later on in the races and downwind. There was really a mix of conditions and we raced on all the courses including twice in the harbour, so it was an interesting event.

Our boat is now on the way to Sydney and we've borrowed a very similar boat for training here in Hamble (UK) in the meantime. We're also working pretty hard on physical fitness."

Asenathi and Roger will be returning home for a break in early October before heading off to Australia to train further by taking part in regattas in Sydney (1-4 Nov) and Melbourne (6-12 Nov). Thereafter they fly to Perth to continue training in preparation for the ISAF World Championships (2-18 Dec) and hopefully a qualification for 2012 Olympic Games.

