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Andrew and I sailed in a UK National Ranker as guests on 17,18 September in the Weymouth, the 2012 Olympic venue, with some of the top sailors in the world. It was an amazing event with VERY strong winds and chaos on the course (49er's in over 20knots of breeze become a handful and it was gusting over 25knots regularly!) We faired well and managed the conditions better than we expected, so came away feeling like we had a great weekend with some good achievements!
We are considering attending the Extreme Sailing Series in Nice France at the end of the month, or we may remain in the UK for a 49er open meeting which will be far cheaper to attend (still undecided). We will also be attending another event in the Olympic venue mid October with some of the top teams again and our last UK event will be at the beginning of November at the UK Inland Nationals.
Our plans are to arrive in Perth on the 21st November and take part in the Australian 49er Nationals before we attend ISAF Worlds early December. Hopefully this will be conclude what we believe have the most suitable events leading up to ISAF Worlds. We are feeling a lot more confident and some of the other teams are starting to recognise us as a team to be weary of as we currently have among the fastest up wind speed in the world fleet.
We are coming home after ISAF Worlds for Christmas and New Years before returning to the UK. It is our aim to qualify for the 2012 Olympic Games in Weymouth, but only Perth will tell if we achieve our goal. 
Matthew Rickard
Pictures attached:  Andrew and myself sailing at the UK Nationals. The one image is of the start line, if you look towards the pin, you will see the top of the SA flag on our sail in a great starting position. The other image is of us powering down to the finish line in a race we finished 3rd! 
